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publications, needs an apology. The beſt 


Ican give is, that tho? (to uſe the bold figure of 


ſcripture). * The world cannot contain the 
books written, yet exceeding few of them, 


have any tendency to mend the heart. And 


even the few which are ſpiritual, are either ſo 


voluminous, or dear, that the poor, for whom 


this little tract is principally intended, have nei- 
ther money to purchaſe, nor time to read them, 


even, if they bad a taſte for reading, and were 


not irightened at their „„ 

The Editor has no merit in this © LORIE 
fave that he moſt ardently defires the felicity of 
his Tellow-creatures, ,,and. fellow-ſinners. He 
wiſhes'no-advantage 10 himſelf; but deſires to 
give, what he thinks, the very marrow of the 
gol! pel as cheap, as can be printed, | 
Ip be author, from whom this extract has been 

made, was a pious miniſter of the eſtabliſhed 


church, but of a moſt catholic ſpirit; a lover of 


good men of every denomination. This little 
tract needs no recommendations. Pure and un- 
defiled religion is here delineated in the moſt 
amiable light, the author, not ,only having a 
deep n of the e of human na- 

| turez 


O add to the almoſt countleſs number of pub 2 


( ii. . 


4 


ture; ed . views 44 the abun-, 
dant mercy and love of God our Saviour, but: 
alſo the moſt vat ODE of e a 
his ideas. 

Many, very, many, can PS, by happy ex- 
petience that his writings have been greatly 
bleſſed, in giving ſinners humiliating views of 
ther guilt, corruption, and miſery, and at the 
ſame time, ſuch juſt conceptions of the divine 
perfections, as have a happy tendency, to beget 


and increale faith, to iuflame the heart with 


heavenly affeRions, and earneſt deſires, to be 
united to the Deity, afid*'conformed to his divine 
Image, which never ſail of being produtliye of 
every fruit of righteouſneſs, r God, and 
our neighbour. NY, YN ey 
It is earneſtly requeſted, he this little tract, 
may be read with attention and prayer, and may 


a divine bleſſing ee ir is the ſineere 


defire Of. the x > 
. EDITOR | 
Batsrot, May 8, ne "Þ 
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Deplorable. kate ol Man. Ge. 


A 1 0 1% N A F.. | 1. 
"The deplorable fate of mankind. 


HE greateſt part of mankind, nay of Chriſti. 
ans, may be ſaid to be aſleep; and that 
r. wey of life, which takes up each man's 


mind, thoughts, and actions, may well be called 
his particular dream. This degree of vanity is 


equally viſible in every form and order of life. 
The learned and the 4 1gnorant, the rich and the 
poor, are l in r the ſar ſtate of flumber 7 only 


3 


eternity within Hi, is born into Unis whey 1 


not for the fake of living here, not for any 


thing this world can give him, but oy to have 
time and place, Nee Bett 


an helliſh eternity amongſt fallen angels, and 


therefore, every man he has not his eyes, his 
1 55 heart, and his hands, continually governed by 


rhistwofold| eternity, may be juſtiy ſaid to be 


] An e And a liſe devoted to the enjoy- 
B ments 


partaker of a divine life wake God, 10 | 
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ments of this world, ſpent and waſted in the 
flavery of earthly defires, may be truly called a a 


dream, as having all the ſhortneſs, vanity and 
deluſion of a dream, only with this great diſſer- 
ence, that when a dream is over, nothing is loſt 


but fictions and fancies : but when che dream of 
life is ended only by death, all that eternity is 
loft, for which-we- were brought into being. 


Now there. is no miſery in this world, nothing 


_ that makes either the life or death. of man full 
ol. calamity, but this blindneſs and inſenſibility 


of bis ſtate, into which, he. ſo willingly, nay 


obſtinately plunges (himſelf... Every ching chat 


das the nature of evil and diſtreſs in it, takes its 
riſe ſrom hence. Do but ſuppoſe a man to know 


himſelf; that he comes into this world on no other 


errand, but to riſe out of the vanity of time into 
the riches of eternity; do but ſuppoſe him to 
govern his inward: thoughts and out ward actions 
by this. view. of himſelf, and then to chim every 


day, has loſt all, its evil; proſperity.; and adverſity | 


ee e ne bob 


bath no diflerence, becauſe he receiyes and uſes | | 


them both in the ſame ſpirit; life and death are 


equally welcome, becauſe equally parts of his 


way to eternity. For, poor and miſerable as this 


life is, we have all of us free acceſs to all that is 


great and good, and happy. and carry on our. 


ſelves a key to all the treaſures that heaven has 
to beſtow on us. We ſtarxe in the midſt of 


en * under dalratle, with the re- 
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good, whilſt we have it in our power to know 
and enjoy it in as great a. reality, as we know 
and feel the power of this werld over us: for 
heaven is as near to our ſouls, as this world is 


to our bodies; and we are created, we are re- 
| God, 
the only good ef all intelligent natures, is not 5 


deemed,” to have our converſation in it. 


an abſent or diſtant God. but is more preſent in 
and to oùr fouls, than our own bodies: and we 

are ſtrangers to heaven, and without God in the 
world, for this only reaſon, becauſewe'are void 


of.that ſpirit of prayer, which alone can unite 


us wich the one good, and open heaven, and the 


kingdom of God within us. A root ſet in the 


1 | s our on hand: live and die, i | 
knowing and feeling any thing of the one 'only 


ſineſt ſoil, in the beſt climate, and bleſſed wit 
all that ſun; and air, and rain can do ſor it, is 


not in fo ſure a way to perfection, as every man 
whole ſpirit aſpires after all that, which God is 
Eor 


ready and infinitely deſirous to give bim. 


the ſun meets not the ſpringing bad that ſtretches 


towards him, with half that certainty, as God, 
the ſource of all good, communicates himſelf to 
the ſoul that longs to partake of him. 


We are all of us the offspring of God, more 1 


nearly related to lim than we are to one ano: 


8 


ther: for in him we live and move, and have our. 


being. The firſt man that was brought forth 
008 God, had the Spirit of Father, Son, and 
555 Holy 


Holy Ghoſt breathed into him, and ſo he be- 
came a living foul, Thus was our firſt father 
b born of God, and ſtood in paradiſe in the image 
= - and likeneſs of God. He was in the image 
and likeneſs. of God, not with regard. to. his 


11 outward ſhape, for no ſhape has any likeneſs to 

g God; but becauſe the Holy Trinity had breath» 
17 ; ed their own nature and Spirit into him. And 
$4, | as the Deity, Father, Son, and Spirit, are al. 
4 : 5 ways in heaven, and make heaven to be every. 
48 where; ſo this Spirit, breathed by. them into man, 
_ - brought heaven into man along with it ; and 

ſo man was in heaven as well as on earth, that 


is, in paradiſe, which ſigniſies an heavenly ſlàte. 
Adam had all that divine nature, which 
Angels have, but as he was to be a lord and 
raler of this new. created world, it was ne- 
ceſſary that he ſhould have the material nature 
of this new created world in himſelf, which 
however was as inferior to him, as ſubject to 
him, as the earth and all its creatures were. 
Thus ſtood our firſt Father an Angel in an out- 
ward body. His trial was not by way of expe- 
riment, or a mere arbitrary command, but a 
trial neceſſarily implied in the nature of his 
ſtate; and the command &e. a moſt kind and 
loving information, warning him to withdraw 
all defire of entering into the good and evit of 
this world, becauſe it could not be obtained 
without his immediate dying to that divine and 
heavenly - 
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rern 1 which: be then enjoyed. Eat 
not, ſays the God of love, of the tree , know- 
| tdge, for in the ay thou 1 e cho will 
¶ /urely die. 1: 

The fact is eta 1 he luſted 4 the | 


| 1 and evil, and in that inſtant 
died, became a dark, hard, unholy, unloving, 


| miſerable creature, and, having no other life, 


| communicated his ſinful nature to all his poſte- 
| rity, with all that inward and outward: anguiſh 
under which the whole: creation groaneth, 
1 and which are the natural, but dreadful conſe- 


quences of the firſt tranſgreſſion. Hence we 

fee the neceſſity and nature of our redemption. 

It is becauſe our ſoul is fallen, is quite dead to, 
and ſeparate ſrom the kingdom of heaven, by 
having loſt the liglit, and ſpirit of God, and 
therefore muſt be incapable of entering into 
heaven, till by a new birth the ſoul gets again, 
its heavenly nature. See here the deep ground 
and abſolute neceſſity. of that ne birth of the; 
Word, and Spirit of God, which the ſcripture 


7 ſpeaks ſo much Ef. Af thou haſt nothing of. this. 


birth when thy body dies, then thou haſt only 
that root! of life in thee, which the Devils 


'YX bave/ 'thou art as far from heaven, and as inca- 


pable of it as they are; thy nature is their na- 
ture, and therefore” their habitation muſt | be, 


4 * thine, , For nothing can poſſibly hinder thy 


_ Vgjon, with the ſallen Angels, when thou dieſt, 
0 | B EE but. 
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but a birth of that in thy ſoul, which the fallen 
Angels have loſt. 8 

See alſo the true reaſon dh 27 ths Sow of F 
God, could be our Redeemer; it is becauſe he 
alone, by whom all things were at firſt made, is 
the reſurrettion and the hfe : So true is it, that. 
in him is life, and this liſe is the light of men. 
He being the true light which hs, menef Yr. man 
that cometh into the world. A 855 Sens 


CHAP. . 1 105 


4 | The true nature of the tingdom of heaven, the 
=" 15 E riches. of eternity, in our fouls.” PET 


= TO hal weng dear news 1 nature to: 
= neceſſity of regeneration, be perſuaded. 
therefore ſally to believe, and firmly to ſettle 
in thy mind this moſt certain truth, that all our 
falvation conſiſts in the manifeſtation of the na- 
ture, life, and ſpirit of Jeſus Chrift in us. This 
alone is Chriſtian Redemption, by which we 
are delivered from the guilt and power of | ſin, 
as it renews, and regains the firſt life of God in 
the ſoul of man. Every thing ſhort of this is 
ſelf, is fiction, and however coloured, is only 
thy old man, with all his deeds. Enter there- 
fore with all thy heart into this truth, let hy 
eye be always upon it, do every thing in view 


| A 
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Lori it, try every thing by the truth of it, love 


1 Y vothing but for the ſake of it. Wherever thou 


l goeſt, whatever thou doeſt, at home or abroad, 


DT RE AS: 


in the field or at church, do all in a deſire of 


} union with Chriſt, in imitation of his tempers 
and inclinations, and took upon all as nothing. 
but that which exerciſes, and increaſes the 
| Spirit and liſe of Chriſt in thy ſoul. From 


morning to night keep Jeſus in thy heart, long 
ſor nothing, hope for nothing, but to have all 


| that is within thee, changed into the ſpirit and 


temper of the holy Jeſus. Let this be thy 


k Chriſtianity, thy church, and thy religion. For 


this new birth in Chriſt thus firmly believed, 


and continually deſired, will do every thing 


that thou wanteſt to have done in thee, it will 
dry up all the ſprings of vice, ſtop all the works + 
ings of evil in thy nature, it will bring. all that 
1s good 1 into thee, it will open all the Goſpel 55 
within thee, and thou wilt know what it is to 
be tauglit of God. This longing delire of thy 
heart to be one with Chrift will ſoon put a flop. 
to all the vanity of thy! life, and nothing will be 
admitted to enter into thy heart, or pro- 
ceed from it, but what comes from God and 
returns to God: 4 chou will ſoon be ag it were, 
tied and bound in the chains of all holy affec- 


tions, thy mouth will have a watch ſet upon it, 


wel cars would nn hear an that does 
f not 


- * 


te) 


not KR to God, nor thy eyes be ada; but to 
ſec and find occaſions of doing good. In a ng 
word, when this ſaith has got both thy head and . 
thy heart, it will then be with thee, as it was 

| with the merchant who found a pearl of great 
price, it will make thee glad 40 fell all that tou 
haſt, and buy it. For all that had ſeized and 
poſſeſſed the heart of any man, Whatever the 
merchant of this world had got together, be- 
ther of riches, power, honour, learning, or re- 
putation, loſes all its value, is counted but as 


dung, and willingly parted with, 4s ſoon as this 
glorious pearl, the new birth in Chriſt Jeſus, i | 
diſcovered and found by him. This ee 
may ſerve as a touchſtone, whereby every one 
may try the truth of his ſtate; if the old man is, 
fill a merchant within 'thee, Trading i in worldly 

: honour, - power, or learning, if the wiſdom of. 

this world 1 is not fooliſhnels to thee, if earthly 
intereſts and ſenſual pleaſures are Mill the, de. 


* £7 #*\ 


of godlineſs, a a elde of creeds, ei 

and inſtitutions of” religion, ” thou mbyeſt be 
aſſured, that the pearl of great price is not yet 
found by. thee. For when Chri iſt is in thees the 

hope of. glory, all ſelf iS denied and forced to 

turn out; there all carnal wiſdom, arts Of ad- 

5 vancement, with every pride and glory of this 

e. are as ſo many kleather idchs willingly re- 
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1 nounced, ie man is not only content, but 
rejoices to ſay, that: das. lingdem is nat of 9 
a., bh e ee e ee, 8 


But Santi ah, ben eg ſhall this | 


best work, rho birtoob, Chril,i.be vfſeftcd in 


me p It may rather hel aid, fince. Chriſt. has an 


infinite power and alſo an infinite deſire to ſave 
mankind, how can any one miſs of this ſalva - 
tion, bit chtough his on unwillingneſs to be 
ſaved by him Conſider how was it, that the 
lame and blind. che lunatie aut eper, the. pab- 
nean and finer, fbund Chriſt. to be their Sari 
our, and to dv alt: that for; them which, they 

wanted to be done to hem? It. was; beeauſe 


they hack a real deſtre of having hat, which 
they aſked ſors. and- therefore in true faith and 


prayer, applied to Cbrilt, chat bis Spirit and 


power might enter into them, and heal that 
i which; they wanted, and deſired. to have healed 


if them. Every one of theſe; ' ſaid in faith and 


a | | affire, Lord, 12 if thou” wilt, thou ca ft. male me 


zu bole. And the anſwer: was always this, Accord. 


ing lo thy 1 fauth, fo. be il done unlo thee. This is 
} Chriſt's anfwer now, and thus it is done; unto 
1 every one of us at this day, as our faith. ir, oi 


14 it done to u And here lies the whole reaſonl 


of our falling ſhort of the falvation of Cn it 


IS: becauſe we have no will to it. 


But thou will perhaps ſay, 15 not all Chriſti- : 


” deſire to have Chriſt to be their Saviour ? 
„5 IT Yes. 


— 


3 10 J. 
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Ves. | But here i 18 the Fe al vnd have: 
Chriſt. to be their Saviour in the next world 
and to help, chem into heaven when they die. 
But this is, not willing Chriſtto{be thy Saviour, 
for his  falyation, if it is had muſi be had in this 
world, il, he ſaves hee, it muſt be done inithis 
life, by changing and altering. all, that is within 
thee, by helping thee to a ne heart, as he help - 
- ed the blind to ſee, the lame to. walk, and. lag 
| ny, In Tpeak. For to have a Sate rem 


5k 


a 


have kik Net apy meckneſs, ap mori 


an and felf. denial, his renunciatign zol the 
ſpirit; wiſdom, | and, honours, of this world, his. 


love of God, his, deſire, of, doing God's will. 
and Jeeking, nl. 7 js hongur. I 0..haye; theſe, 
dempers formed in thy, hearts, is to; have ſalvati- 
on from nien, (but if thay willeſt nat to have 
theſe tempers,, if thy, fait does,not.Jeek, and 
cry to ui jar them in the lamereality,ias ihe 
lame aſked | to walk, and. the.hlind. to ſee, then 
thou | art unpvi ling, to e Chriſt 40 heathy 


Saviour, : ore Feldene Sora 0 e 

Again, donde, how was Kc that the deep- 
read Scribe, the learned Rabbi, the religious 
Phariſee, not only did not receive, but cruciſied 
their Saviour? It was becauſe they deſired no 
ſuch Saviour as he \ was, no ſuch, inward. - falvati+.. 

on as he offered. They deſired no change of 
| their own nature, no deſtruction of their evi“ 
tem- 
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F tempers, nodeliveritice from the love of them- 
& ſelves, and the enjoyment of corrupt paſſions 
and appetites,” they liked the gratifications of 
their old man, their long robes; their broad phy- 


ladderies and greetings in the markets. They 


vanted not to have their pride and felf lobe de- 
2 thronedpmtheircovetodſneſs, aint ſenf uality 'ſub- 
. z dued by*a male Hake NH eee A l 

T beit only defire Was the busch Ihn, to 


N Men 
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$ hade än Valar , Saviour, . wy temporl., - prince, 
: that ſhould” eftabli ith their law and ceremonies 
q over all the "Earth." "And erefore i they, Fracified. 
1 their Redd no! 

I Cain, Stent f. al Confifled in a change of 
1 their #3te;"a'kivg dem of heaven to p iyogroes 
Z within tem bythe Spirit of God. 
on Chriſtendom look not only at ths oldJews, , 
but ſes thyſelf in wif 
1 O ac truth t be 


cker, 4 ind“ would” have none of his 


laſs, For at this day, 
* at this day, a Chriſt 


e 


within AE u itt vad 125 Saviour, "raiſing a 


A vietwof-hilbowytiave, life," . pirit within 
us, is reſe 


Gedi. proft Enttuft | 
Rabbies take Ce aſl again i 73 propaga- | 
tion of ſome articular mode or tenet, the eſs 
of 'fome 8 re 1 55 lay 4 ms 1 9 
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He is "he eee lighteth:every a 
cometh into the world. Thou ſeeſt, heareſt, and 
feeleſt nothing of God becauſe thou ſeekeſi him 

abroad, Wife he is inwardly Calling and noche 

ing at the door of thy Mart. Seek for him there, 
and there ĩheu wilt not long ſoek in vain. For 
faittithe gracious and compaffionate Redeemer, 

Behold, I ſtand at the dor and knock;af any 

marti hear my vofes end open the door, I will 

come into him and will ſup wich him and he 

ne. e eee 467 nt eee © ll 1695 


Aue then a 


| inf for thee, 206 give. her dight, wth, IG 
Begin to ſeereh and dig for chis pearl. of, elerni 
ty: it cannot caſt thae tao much, mor: canſt 
thou buy it too dear, ſor it is all, and when 
thou haſt ati nee ih know that all 
Which chou haſt ſold give away er it, ig as 
meer a nothing. — — — —5 — xi 
Bur if thou turneſt 1 


* 


ol being rich, e. g, itheroit 3 
ſtate, if death fins tha in 1 
cuanſt not chen ſayn that though the 


El. yet ſomething has been, gained andlead f its 


- - 
3 


For in that parting moment, the things, and the 
ſfſounds of this world, will be exactly alike ; to 
4 ; have 08 at en twenty n v0 haue 


re | »: - twenty 
* — 4 +3 w : . 
* 
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$ | twenty times paſſed by the palace wilt be ths 
Z fame good, or the fame notbing to thee, 
Iz will now ſhew a little more diſtinctly what 
this pearl of. eternity is. Firſt, it is the light 
[ and Spirit of God within thee, which has hi- 
therto done thee but little good, becauſe the 
deſire of thy heart has been after the light and 
ſpirit of this world. Thy reafon, and fenſes, 
and paſſions, have turned all their attention to 
the poor concerns ef this life, and therefore 
chou art a ſtranger to this principle of heaven, 
theſe riches of eternity. For as God is not, 
cannot be truly found by any worſhippers, but 
thoſe who worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth, ſo 
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